

Press Release July 16 2024

MDOC – Melgaço International Documentary Festival – July 29 to August 04

10th edition of MDOC presents 22 national premieres and 31 films in the official selection
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Between July 29th and August 4th, the border village of Melgaço becomes, once again, the epicenter of international documentary cinema. The Palestinian conflict, human rights, migration, colonialism, the environment, gender issues are the main themes in a commemorative edition that is punctuated with 22 premieres on the big screen. There are 31 films in competition at MDOC: 21 feature films and 10 short and medium-length films.

The 10th edition of MDOC – Melgaço International Documentary Festival returns with films from various nationalities, in addition to Portugal, Indonesia, France, Russia, Germany, Austria, USA, Italy, Canada, the Netherlands – running for the Jean- Loup Passek and Don Quixote Awards.
Out of the 31 documentaries of cinematographic expression that make up the official selection, nine are Portuguese and 22 are international. With the vast majority of directors present at MDOC 2024, this edition will certainly mark the coming years of the festival that challenges the public to reflect not only on issues of identity, memory and borders, but also on current causes and themes that, in one way or another, impact the world we live in, shaped by crises and conflicts in constant transformation.
The Palestinian conflict is well represented at this year's MDOC, with three different readings on the issue: “Un Long Chemin Vers la Paix”, by Tal Barda, presents us with a manifest of tolerance by a Palestinian doctor who saw his three daughters killed by an Israeli tank; “Voyage à Gaza”, by Piero Usberti, shows us the perspective of a “foreign traveler” who arrives in Gaza in the spring of 2018 and is confronted with the stories of Sara, a humanitarian worker, Mohanad, a staunch communist and Jumana, an aspiring lawyer; in “No Other Land, by the collective Basel Adra, Hamdan Ballal, Yuval Abraham, Rachel Szor, for half a decade, Adra (who is also an activist and lawyer) filmed the villages of Masafer Yatta in the south of the West Bank being destroyed by Israeli occupation, while also building an unlikely alliance with an Israeli journalist.
Human rights (or their absence) is a very clear theme in the films “Of Caravan and the dogs”, in which Askold Kurov addresses the suffocation of independent speech and thought in Putin's Russia and, in “Democracy Noir”, by Connie Field, a journalist, a politician and an activist decide to denounce the autocratic and populist nature of the regime of Viktor Orbán, the Hungarian president who currently holds the rotating presidency of the European Union.
The lack of rights and the plight of women is also present in films such as “My Stolen Planet”, by Iranian director Farahnaz Sharif, forced to immigrate, or Maydegol, by Sarvnaz Alambeigi, a testimony focusing on an Afghan teenager who immigrated to Iran and the struggle for her rights against discrimination and violence. In “The Takeover”, filmed while the Taliban regained power in Afghanistan, Anders Hammer portrays the rapid transformation of the country and the women who refuse to lose their rights.

Post-colonial issues are also addressed in films such as “The Battle for Laikipia”. Daphne Matziaraki and Peter Murimi show us how the climate crisis is raising tensions in Laikipia, Kenya, where the British descendants, who emigrated there and own most of the land, and the indigenous people, cattle breeders and those affected by a drought, are in direct competition. In “Fogo no lodo”, Catarina Laranjeiro and Daniel Barroca bring back memories of the colonial war.
Migrations are addressed in “As Melusinas à margin do rio”, by Melanie Pereira, a film in which five women born in Luxembourg from immigrant families reflect on their identity; in “Les Chenilles”, Michelle and Noel Keserwany present us, through the story of two young immigrants in France (from Syria and Lebanon), the effects of historical events on their lives: the change imposed by displacement, the working conditions and cultural differences.
In a tragicomedy full of irony, Clara Trischler, in “Night of the coyotes”, documents how the inhabitants of a Mexican village – increasingly deserted due to immigration of its inhabitants to the United States – invented a game in which they offer paying tourists the opportunity to experience illegal migration across the American border, to prevent the village from disappearing.

Issues related to the environment are raised by films such as “The Savanna and the Mountain”, by Paulo Carneiro, represented at the filmmakers' fortnight in Cannes and premiered in Portugal at MDOC. This western film of resistance portrays the struggle of the people of Covas do Barroso against the British company Savannah Resources, which plans to build the largest open-pit lithium mine in Europe just a few meters from their homes; Aline Simone, director of “Black Snow”, follows a Russian housewife, Natalia Zubkova, who reported an ecological disaster in her hometown of Kiselyovsk, in Siberia, caused by open-pit coal mining, which made her an enemy of the State; In “As the tide comes in”, Juan Palacios and Sofie Husum Johannese reveal how the 27 residents of a Danish island cling to their identity as islanders and face the risk of flooding caused by climate change.
In addition to the official competition (full list of selected films), MDOC presents a vast programmatic content that includes a Documentary Workshop, film and photography residencies, a masterclass, analysis of a reference documentary film, premiere of six exhibitions, a summer course and the habitual CINEholidays and Hop to Melgaço (which includes, on the 3rd and 4th of August, the screening of films, visits to exhibitions, the Jean-Loup Passek Cinema Museum, the Memória e Fronteira Museum and the Spa of Melgaço).




Site > https://mdocfestival.pt/
Facebook > https://www.facebook.com/mdocfestival/
Instagram > https://www.instagram.com/mdocfestival/
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